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Sarah (00:05):
Hi and welcome to Forgotten Film Club. We are your hosts, Sarah, Hallie, and John. Hallie and I are friends from the internet who met for the first time in real life in a cabin in the woods in Wisconsin, and somehow it wasn't the plot of a horror film. I know John from college and Hallie and John have never met, so we're just a bunch of people who like movies, chatting online and sharing our thoughts with you about films that were forgotten from the eighties, nineties, and aughts that we don't think should be forgotten, but do need a few key improvements.
(00:36):
We love movies that start with Ouija boards, don't we? We start Only You a 1994 rom-com with a Ouija board that a young girl faith and her brother are using to determine the name of her soulmate. The Ouija board reveals his name to be Damon Bradley.
(00:52):
Faith then goes to a fortune teller who confirms this name. When faith looks like she's taking this all a little too seriously, the fortune teller says she must be responsible for her own destiny. We zoom ahead 14 years where Faith now played by Marissa Tomei is teaching schoolchildren about Plato that night. She tells her friends that her boyfriend proposed, but she isn't wearing the ring because she needs 24 hours to think it over. One of her friends is Katie, who is married to Faith's shithead brother Larry, who calls on Faith's phone and admonishes his wife for not being at home because he's incapable of making his own goddamn sandwiches. Faith accepts the proposal and Dwayne her fiance, rewards her by telling his mother that she will wear her wedding dress without asking Faith first. As she tries on the terrible wedding dress, she receives a phone call from an old friend of Dwayne's.
(01:41):
He apologizes for not being able to attend the wedding as he will be in Venice. She asks for his name so she can take a message and he says that his name is Damon Bradley. Still wearing the horrible wedding dress, Faith halls ass to the airports. The flight is closed and she begs to board as the jet bridge pulls away from the gate. She also doesn't have a boarding pass, so the gate agent thinks she's insane. As the security guard approaches, she tells him "the man I was supposed to marry is on that plane," and since she's in a wedding dress, he nods sympathetically, most likely presuming that the man to which she refers is a man she actually knows. After Faith calls her and quotes Casablanca, Katie rushes to the airport with Faith's, luggage, and passport in tow. Katie is going too because Larry is a shithead while waiting on Katie to arrive at the airport, Faith evidently called every hotel in Venice because she knows exactly where Damon Bradley is staying.
(02:34):
At the hotel. They learned he's somehow already checked out. The clerk gives them Damon Bradley's broom number and finding the door open for cleaning, they search through his trash like totally sane, normal people. The friendly desk clerk then agrees to call a phone number they found in the trash and ask if Damon Bradley is there based on this very vague phone number clue they head to Rome. There's a transportation strike, so they have to drive. They're confused about miles and kilometers and also directions, so they run out of gas as they sit on the side of the road. Katie confesses that she told Larry she's leaving him. Faith describes Larry's love for Katie by reminding her of a time when they were teenagers and Katie started to fall while playing Twister.
(03:17):
Larry caught her when he could have won instead. And if I wasn't already really super worried about faith, which I am, she says, I" thought I hope someday I have somebody who loves me that much," which is a really, really low bar. Then she also says, "I know he would kill Tigers for you," which is better, but how often does that even come up? Anyway, some friendly nuns refill the gas tank, so Faith and Katie can be on their way. In Rome, Katie and Faith go to the store associated with the phone number. They speak to a woman named Anna who gets really upset when they mention Damon Bradley. The store owner translates for her. He says that Anna was supposed to meet Damon for dinner, but she can't go because she has a conflict. Somehow I think this is not what Anna said, but we never get any clarification on this.
(04:08):
Meanwhile, you can already see the wheels turning in Faith's mind. She's totally going to that restaurant. The nice store owner flirts with Katie and recommends a hotel for her and Faith. At the restaurant, Faith is suddenly shy. Katie asks the mare d if Damon Bradley is there, she gives Faiith directions to his table and tells her that he is wearing a blue sports coat. Faith finally agrees to make a move on her way. She knocks over an entire tray of food and in that time, Damon Bradley leaves. She chases him, having only seen his elbow in the restaurant as she races through the streets chasing an elbow, she bumps into Robert Downey Jr., who I am sorry to say, we had to wait 45 minutes to meet in this movie. Faith loses a shoe and Prince Charming that he is. He picks it up and follows her. As Faith dashes off to look up every hotel in Rome.
(04:56):
Katie fills RDJ in on the reason they're in Rome. When he asks who this guy is and Faith says Damon Bradley, he says, "I'm Damon Bradley," and that's when she finally notices his blue sports coat. They enjoy a lovely evening traipsing about Rome. While they're making out at the end of the night, Faith tells him she's engaged to Dwayne. He cries out "Dwayne!" and then he says he understands. As Faith is about to call Dwayne, RDJ confesses that he is not Damon Bradley. Faith pushes him away. He chases her down the hall and promises that the only thing he lied about was his name, which to be fair is true, but he also seems to be taking advantage of an unstable person. Then he proclaims he is in love with her, so I guess they're both a little crazy. Maybe they're perfect for each other.
(05:42):
RDJ goes to see Katie and says that he only lied because he knows that Faith is his soulmate. It was love at first sight and he only made up a name because he didn't want to lose her forever. He then explains that he is supposed to be in Boston. He's only in Rome for Fashion Week because his boss caught the measles. Katie tells Faith to give RDJ a chance since they're both obsessed with each other, but Faith turns him away because if she isn't going to marry Damon Bradley, then she might as well marry Dwayne, whom she claims to love RDJ, whose character's name is actually Peter, but that's the last time I'm going to say that RDJ chases the cab down and tells her that he found the real Damon Bradley, so Faith decides to hang around and meet him. Evidently, this guy travels down the coast each year and told the waiter about it at the restaurant where Faith tried to introduce herself.
(06:30):
So Faith, RDJ, Katie, and her Italian crush all head down the coast to find Damon. At long last we meet Damon Bradley, played by Billy Zane, faith Overhears a woman say goodbye to him at the pool, so she walks up and introduces herself. This journey has made her braver than she was at the restaurant.
(06:47):
Damon agrees to have dinner with her that night. RDJ helps faith get ready. He knows her so well that he can pick out the accessories she'll want to wear with her dress. He's even brought her a pair of shoes for the occasion. He tells her he will love her no matter what happens with Damon Bradley. Speaking of Damon Bradley, Billy Zane is so good at this dinner, so good at being terrible like wow, I'm sorry that Titanic ruined his career, he is such a good actor. He's very hot and also somehow incredibly not sexy.
(07:17):
Like everything about Damon Bradley is offputting, but Faith is going to stick with it because of stupid Ouija board reasons. Things take a really dark turn at a party that evening when Damon Bradley grabs Faith's breast without her consent. RDJ rushes in to kick the shit out of him. Unfortunately, it turns out that this man is also not Damon Bradley. He's been paid by RDJ to pretend to be Damon Bradley. However, he went off script with the whole sexual assault thing. Faith and Katie flee as RDJ once again chases them down to profess his love for Faith. Wow, this dude seriously needs to look at a dictionary. I don't buy Faith's whole Damon Bradley bullshit, but at least she seems to know the basic definition of the word love. Meanwhile, Larry decides to track down Katie with their credit card. He shows up in Italy and apologizes for being such a dick.
(08:04):
Turns out he pushed the Ouija board arrow way back when they were kids. Damon Bradley is just some annoying dude he played baseball with and he also paid the fortune teller a couple bucks to say that Damon Bradley was his sister's soulmate as a joke. Ha ha real funny. Larry. At the airport, someone pages Damon Bradley leaving their boarding lines for their respective flights, Faith and RDJ rushed to see this man in the flesh. RDJ told Damon that Faith has been looking for him her whole life and yada yada. He's actually pretty chill and listens to these two batshit crazy people. When Faith tries to board RDJ's flight to Boston instead of going back home to Pittsburgh, we have the same issue we had with the wedding dress situation, but the Italian airline is more forgiving and issues her a boarding pass. Oh boy. I think this movie is ridiculous in the best way possible. I love that and that Faith picked the shoe buyer instead of the podiatrist, although she probably would've picked Damon Bradley if he had been as hot as Robert Downey Jr. Roll credits over a Michael Bolton's song.
Hallie (09:07):
Yeah, this movie, I had so many conflicting thoughts about it as I was watching. I'd never seen this movie, but it was always something that was a preview to something else I was seeing, if that makes sense. I remember, I feel like this was kind of in the cannon of Sleepless in Seattle. I feel like it came out at a similar time and I remember having a VHS of Sleepless in Seattle and they had all of these previews of the same kind of genre movie before it, and I remember specifically the "how to do this to me?" "Casue I'm in love with you!" I just remember that so vividly and I had never seen the movie, so finally seeing this, I was like, okay, that's my first introduction. So it was fun to watch this banana pants movie.
John (09:58):
Yeah, this is another one that was always kind of on in the background in my house growing up. This was a good sleepover movie and I think this is the first time I've ever watched the entire thing through. Come to think of it.
Hallie (10:08):
Did you just come in the back and go, what are you guys watching? And then it would just be on
John (10:12):
Yeah, basically. Yeah, I think I was always kicked out. Okay, so I recently heard a genre, a sub-genre called, I think it's called Gentle Magic.13 Going on 30, Just Like Heaven, The Lake House, like movies that are kind of set in the mundane world, but there's one magical element that sets it apart and the person who wrote this, Diane Drake, she also wrote What Women Want, which is also a gentle magic movie.
Hallie (10:47):
Totally,
John (10:48):
And I was very disappointed when I realized that I was kind of sold on the core premise of this until I realized, oh, the brother fucked it up, like the brother fucked her rover. It was all prank. I do think that the good bones of this movie is the central premise of what would you do if this specific name kept from coming up, presented as This is your destiny and then suddenly it just comes up. Would you actually travel across the world to find out what this is, this name that came up on the Ouija board and this name that was told to by a fortune teller? I don't know what I would do. I do feel like when we update this movie, it's one of those things we have to change the name Damon Bradley to something a lot more unique because if this movie was said in the present, she'd just look on Facebook and find 25 Damon Bradleys, which I did.
Sarah (11:52):
I think it's still...do you feel like it's not Gentle Magic because it's a Damon Bradley Ouija board hoax, essentially? Because I still feel like it's gentle magic. The whole crazy soulmate thing felt magical to me.
John (12:08):
Just I think I would take out the brother, the brother screwing around with it. I agree. I think it would be more along the lines of I think the twist, my twist in the movie would be, hey, Damon Bradley was her destiny, but he wasn't her soulmate. It was like she found Robert Donny Jr when she was looking for Damon Bradley.
Hallie (12:32):
Yeah, I totally agree with John that the good bones of the movie are, it does have, I think a subtle fun message of it's not going to be what you think because then we have the foil story of Bonnie Hunt. I think it did have the fun bones of a romantic from the start of her life thinking that this thing matters so deeply carries it into her adult life, which is where you start to get a little, it is ratcheted up for movie magic that it gets a little cuckoo for movie magic, but if we take the cuckoo down a little bit, there are a lot of people like that. That is not a weird thing that someone would still be like, oh my God, no, I'm just going to know he's, I'm going to fall into his lap and I'm going to have to do nothing and it's just going to be this thing where I go. So I liked the bones of it of, okay, let's see how this plays out. Obviously the person is not going to be, we all know, okay, it's not going to be Damon Bradley, so the fun of it is seeing what happens when all of it goes awry and she meets Robert Downey Jr. who's supposed to be the one that's actually is a good fit for her in the crazy, because again, we're now in movie ratcheted up to the Cuckoo.
John (13:59):
Yeah, I didn't really pick up on the fact that yeah, they're supposed to be Match Peter and Faith or Downey Jr and Tomei are supposed to be matched up in how romantic and crazy they both are. They both do some really kind of fucked up things in this movie. Yeah, they're actually, neither of them are very likable actually. I don't know if that was intentional. Another thing is that I think it was a mistake to have her engaged and about to get married because the entire time, oh, this is pretty dark, Faith.
Sarah (14:40):
But that guy was awful. I thought that was her stepping out of her relationship where she wasn't respected at all. So I didn't really hate her for that, especially since she carried this whole Damon Bradley belief for her whole life. But I will say I like that the Ouija board thing was faked because I find this movie, whether or not it's doing so intentionally, I find it to be very tongue in cheek about the whole romcom thing and to have this fantastical belief that turns out to be your brother fucking around with a Ouija board, I thought really reinforced the tongue in cheekness of the whole rom-com thing. The only thing I would really change is that awful sexual assault scene. It didn't add anything to the movie. It didn't. It made me uncomfortable. I mean, I think Billy Zane and Marissa Tomei seem like wonderful people and I'm sure that they did this all consensually, but her dress is so thin, you can tell she's not wearing a bra, and it just made me cringe in a way where I was like, well, I'm not watching a fun romcom anymore. I'm watching a woman get groped. Why is that happening right now?
John (15:48):
Yeah, yeah, I agree.
Hallie (15:51):
See, interestingly, that part as gross and horrible as it was, that part actually I thought was kind of needed something like that. What really was weird to me was right immediately right after that, we then have the reveal that he's paid off by Robert. That's when I started to lose steam with Robert. What did you just said his initials, right? I'm going to start doing that. R-D-J-R-D-J Robert. Yeah. Okay. That's when I started to lose steam with the movie. I was sort of like, whoa, wait, what? This is a guy that you paid off and the whole reveal isn't that, because for me it kind of seemed like it was going to the Yep, don't meet your heroes because they're going to disappoint you, and then it was like a No. He's kind of in on the crazy. I almost wanted the movie to be No, she actually meets the guy and then realizes he's a piece of shit and your fantasy isn't living up to that. But it was like he's then screaming after her how much he loves her and you're like, oh, now you're crazy and not a fun rom-com way. Now this is creepy.
John (17:02):
Yeah.
Hallie (17:02):
I don't want you to end up with her.
Sarah (17:04):
I think that they could have stuck with the whole, she meets Damon Bradley thing. His name is really Damon Bradley, but there got to be, to John's point, so many Damon Bradleys in the world, so how is she ever going to be able to track down the right Damon Bradley? Is she going to wait her whole entire life and pass up Peter? So I think you could still have done that dilemma without, I don't know. I mean, basically she decides that Damon Bradley, she meets at the airport is THE Damon Bradley, and then she has permission to go pursue Robert Downey Jr. So it's just a little, it could have been tweaked a little bit and I think it would've been fine. It felt very much like a Ginger Rogers, Fred Astaire kind of movie. To me, it had a lot of Shall We Dance vibes?
Hallie (17:53):
What I didn't understand was why the guy who actually ended up being Damon Bradley seemed so much older than her fiance and I was sort of like, okay, you heard his voice and not that we can all, it was quick. That's not really the issue, but it sort of felt very not...this is him. Why was there no reveal of We spoke on the phone, it was just very, he could have been anybody that had that name.
Sarah (18:25):
Damon Bradley perhaps.
Hallie (18:27):
Exactly. He could have been a different Damon Bradley, which I guess maybe we don't need, you're right.
Sarah (18:33):
Maybe that's the point.
Hallie (18:34):
Maybe that's the point that it was. No, the fact is you have someone great right in front of you and you're not seeing it because you're so obsessed with the fantasy.
John (18:43):
Did we completely buy their chemistry, her and RDJ on their first date? I feel like the first date is supposed to be presented as kind of goofy and awkward, but also kind of perfect and them saying profound things to each other, but I don't know.
Sarah (18:58):
I bought it. What did you not buy?
John (19:01):
I don't know. They just didn't seem very sincere with each other. I mean, of course he was lying. I don't know. It just felt like very strange dialogue to me.
Sarah (19:12):
It is hard to get on board with Faith because she's so close to delusional and she's really only in love with this man as an entity, and Robert Downey Jr's character is only in love with her because she bumped into him for a millisecond. So I think their chemistry is good, but yeah, I mean it doesn't make sense that they would have a deep connection cause they're connecting to each other on complete and utter bullshit.
Hallie (19:39):
I would've bought it more if, because I actually totally bought the chemistry up until he is like, I'm in love with you. I'm like, what? You could have just been like, I'm really into you. I want to see you again. Then I would've been like, oh, okay. We're buying that. It is these two crazy romantic people who are still a little delusional, but I get that we're wrapped up in first date perfection.
Sarah (20:06):
These people seem like people who like the idea of love and love, love, they don't necessarily really love each other. They're very infatuated with each other
Hallie (20:15):
From a one second, like you said, a one second bump in
John (20:20):
Like I said before, I kind of wish that the engagement and marriage thing wasn't a thing, and I kind of wish that maybe she was single and she's kind of wrecked her life up to this point just waiting for Damon Bradley to come along and by the time that she finally gets a phone, gets notification or comes across his name, that's why she, I dunno. I feel like it would mean, not that our characters have to be likable, but I feel like this movie wanted me to like her.
Sarah (20:49):
Well, I think maybe that's an indication that she has some rationality to her and she's maybe thought it was a childhood thing she needs to let go of until she gets that phone call and then she thinks I'm wearing this God awful wedding dress that belongs to my future Mother-in-Law that my fiance committed me to. Without my permission or any consideration for me, I got to go see if this Damon Bradley thing from childhood is worth anything. Yeah.
Hallie (21:16):
I think one of the, I know we're not focused on this movie, but I feel like it does have some similarities to Sleepless in Seattle with the my destiny could be the person I'm not with. I think the ace that Sleepless had was that Walter, her fiance was a drip, but he was still a really good guy and this guy in this movie, Dwayne is a dick and is set up to be someone who you're like, great, leave him bitch. We don't. We get it.
John (21:50):
Yeah. It was a bit too easy of a decision.
Hallie (21:53):
Yes.
Sarah (21:54):
I do wonder if this movie would be watchable without Bonnie Hunt's character. I loved her. I thought she was great and it allowed me to let the crazy wash over me and just kind of focus on her as a grounding element. Really smart to include that character.
John (22:12):
I agree. She was a good friend and she supported her, but she was also the voice of reason and just kind of cut through a lot of her bubbliness with very dry wit and throughout this entire movie. I'm just thinking, I really miss Bonnie Hunt. She has such a great way of delivering, making everything just sound, making everything sound real.
Hallie (22:35):
Yeah. Well, she was the one who actually seemed to have a handle on reality of yeah things get rough and I'll be here to support you in this. You haven't lived the way I've lived yet...with your brother, which that's the one part where I'm like, okay, that's interesting. This is literally her sister-in-law
Sarah (22:58):
On the point of people being a little too unlikable, I didn't understand why she would want to return to Larry or why she had such a dilemma when she kind of gets involved with the Italian guy, I get that she clocks him as a bit of a player, so I understand why she doesn't want to fully pursue that, but every time they get close to kissing, she's like, "Larry," and I'm like, why though? Because everything I know about Larry down to him letting his sister spiral into delusional shit because he pushed a Ouija board and paid off a fortune teller and doesn't have the good sense or humility to tell her 20 years later...
Hallie (23:40):
He doesn't see this spinning out of control and go, listen, I was fucking with you. This is not...
Sarah (23:49):
Yeah, and why didn't he tell her? I don't know...in her teen years, at the very least, I think that's where I need a little more clarity because we know that she's going to marry Dwayne, so I need to know how much she's still thinking about this before she gets that phone call. If it seems like she really dropped it at 13, 14, then I guess, okay, if you don't want to bring it up because you think it's water under the bridge, but he still doesn't want to tell her when he's in Italy.
Hallie (24:19):
It's just like this offhand thing. He says to his wife when they're reconciling and you're like, what
Sarah (24:24):
Girl, treat yourself with some respect and get with this nice hot Italian man.
John (24:30):
You got to love yourself Bonnie Hunt, and I love the little touches. I feel like the costume designer, I love the costume designer. It's Nicoletta Ercole. She also did under the Tuscan Sun. I feel like she had a lot of influence on...because the costuming it never felt like, oh my God, where did these two women get these dresses? Or everything that they wore felt very, yeah, these people would wear these and this is affordable and achievable. I love how she and Mr. Tomei shared clothes. Sometimes. There's at one point the red wrap that Marissa Tomei wears, I think in the restaurant scene. Bonnie Hunt borrows that and it's like that's that's real. I love that little touch between, because I feel like they were kind of the best relationship in the entire movie.
Hallie (25:22):
It also felt very, a lot of all of those dresses, I'm like, I would wear all of those and I'm like, is the nineties coming back?
Sarah (25:29):
That white silk slip dress.
Hallie (25:33):
The red dress with the fun slits on the front? Oh my God. I was like, I want that dress. Do you think that wedding dress would read as horrific when this movie came out as it did to us today?
Sarah (25:45):
Yeah,
John (25:46):
I think so. Yeah. Sometimes it's hard to gauge. An older movie is about wedding dresses, but I think she didn't like it. Right?
Sarah (25:57):
She didn't, but it's the cut that's so bad and the way that the skirt is not meant to be a high-low skirt but sort of wind up being a high-low skirt because yeah, there are things from the early to mid nineties that would look super dated today, but that dress is not only dated, it's ugly.
John (26:15):
That must've been, it was tea length, so I'm guessing that was probably sixties.
Hallie (26:21):
I will tell you though, when she's running out of her house and she has the black stockings under it, it kind of looks cool when she is running in the courtyard. I'm like...
Sarah (26:31):
Yeah with her jacket over it
Hallie (26:32):
With the jacket over it. I was like, okay, this is her Vogue moment. Okay,
Sarah (26:38):
Yeah, that's fair.
Hallie (26:40):
I would be so angry if my fiance was like, oh, I told my mom that you'd wear her wedding dress that you've never seen and it's from a million years ago and this will be good for her. Just do it.
Sarah (26:55):
I think that's just such a terrible ask. I don't know what is wrong with these people. Basically being like, please wear the dress that my mom fucked my dad in for the first time of their marital years. That's what you're asking. Don't ask me that.
Hallie (27:13):
Doesn't she something when Bonnie Hunt comes in where she's like, it's just so great to be in the dress of the woman that conceived the person you're marrying.
Sarah (27:21):
Yeah, I think she said, who bore my husband? That's why I'm like, girl, you need to come back down to Earth because you were talking crazy.
Hallie (27:31):
I would've just said no. But again, she also told him she had to think about it for 24 hours. Imagine proposing to someone and they had to say, can I look at the contract and get back to you in 24 hours?
Sarah (27:44):
That's a soft no.
Hallie (27:45):
That's a soft no, completely.
John (27:48):
I think this movie definitely benefits from having very attractive and charming and charismatic leads.
Hallie (27:53):
Most definitely.
John (27:58):
Any of their behaviors, yeah, any of their behaviors, not dressed up in those packages is just,
Sarah (28:04):
That's true. I think Billy Zane helps a lot too because he's such an injection of pure comedy. You don't have to roll your eyes at any of that until it gets to the gross scene, but just the dinner scene, you're like, oh, okay. This is absolutely ludicrous. Now, this is insane.
Hallie (28:20):
Billy Zane is a phenomenal actor.
John (28:21):
I was just watching his facial expressions throughout his scenes here, and it's like, I've seen him in four other movies and I've never seen him look like this before. I've never seen him make these facial expressions, and I hate how beautiful he is in this even after he takes off the hair.
Sarah (28:40):
I thought he was better without the hair
John (28:41):
Much better
Hallie (28:43):
He looked great without the hair.
John (28:45):
Much better
Hallie (28:45):
When took the hair off, I was like, thank God this wasn't his real hair.
Sarah (28:48):
In fact, during that dinner scene, I was like, have I been wrong about Billy Zane? Is he really not that hot? And then he pulls off the hair when he reveals he's not Damon Bradley, and I was like, oh no, he is that hot.
John (29:04):
And people around him started immediately making fun of him being bald, like that's the worst thing in the world, and he looks hideous now.
Sarah (29:14):
He's got a great head
Hallie (29:16):
What movie are we watching? Are you joking? Are we looking at the same man?
John (29:20):
And I'm very sad that he, in an odd way, Titanic did ruin his career. People never got past his character in that movie.
Hallie (29:29):
And here's the thing though, I rewatched Titanic recently and I was just floored at actually how well he does with such a thankless part.
Sarah (29:40):
He doesn't even have that much dialogue and he's still this really wonderful villain. He's doing a lot with very little.
Hallie (29:48):
Yes, big Billie Zane fan, but I did not find him attractive with the hair. That was almost the comedy part of it to me was. Then we had this Fabio thing happening where you're like, really?
John (30:00):
And they're also always very shallow. She was always very shallow about any time that Damon, oh my God, I can't remember the last name of the
Sarah (30:12):
Bradley.
Hallie (30:14):
Bradley? The guy .
John (30:15):
Any time that Damon Bradley was like, oh my God, he, he's a sleeping man with a potbelly next to a swimming pool. I don't know about this now. Any time that it's like he wasn't movie star attractive. It's like she had second thoughts or the guy that they chose at the very, I don't think that he was supposed to be mentally goofy or anything. I think that they just tried to choose a very average looking, but she was still disappointed.
Hallie (30:48):
Well, he was also older.
Sarah (30:50):
He looked a lot older.
Hallie (30:51):
A lot older. It was
Sarah (30:53):
Maybe 20 years older.
John (30:55):
Roger Ebert loved this movie. He gave it three and a half stars out of four. And even he was pointing out how ludicrous the plot was, and he was saying, this is a great throwback to move to simple movies they don't make anymore because pretty much our world is too cynical now. And Robert Downey Jr. And Marissa Tomei do great throwback performances to those. And he mentioned Summertime with Katherine Hepburn, Roman Holiday with Audrey Hepburn
Sarah (31:26):
Which they reference
John (31:29):
And Three Coins in the Fountain. And I thought, well, those three movies though that you just mentioned, they're all romantic comedies, but they all still stand up really well when you watch those. It's like you don't have a bunch of contrivances where it's like, what the hell is going on?
Sarah (31:49):
But isn't, isn't that what this movie is lampooning? Am I giving it too much credit? I found it to be really self-aware. I think it knows that it's being ridiculous.
Hallie (31:59):
I agree. I found it to be pretty self-aware too, especially because it was weaving in those other romcoms
John (32:05):
And the intention. I mean, the intention was there because really there's, you'll find in my show notes, Sarah, that there isn't a lot that was written about the production of this movie. But there have been a lot of interviews of the filmmakers promoting this movie before it came out, and the director, Norman Jewison, who also made in the Heat of the Night, Fiddler on the Roof, Moonstruck, Jesus Christ Superstar, The Thomas Crown affair, and The Hurricane, and who's still alive at 97, he referenced, he says, yeah, I really wanted to make a Roman holiday, my own version of Roman Holiday, my own version of Summertime, and he gave those movies from Marissa Tomei to watch. So yeah, that DNA is definitely intentionally in this movie, and they also had to make a replica of the Mouth of Truth because the real Mouth of T=ruth was
Sarah (33:10):
They were afraid to put their hands in.
John (33:11):
No, there was a bomb threat.
Sarah (33:13):
Oh
John (33:14):
Yeah. So they couldn't film around that area, so they had to make a replica. Oh, I didn't mean to laugh.
Sarah (33:20):
Wow
Hallie (33:22):
That's a weird left turn. Wow.
John (33:25):
Yeah, I mean, ironically, when they were, originally, when they were making Roman holiday originally, there was also a day where they had to shut down because of bomb threats. So I think that was just Italy just doesn't, like
Hallie (33:38):
It's a common thing in Italy.
Sarah (33:41):
So updating this movie for 2023, is that possible or would she just spend a long time doom scrolling social media?
John (33:50):
It's got to be a name that is a lot more unique. It's got to be a name that whoever writes a screenplay for this, they need to do the research and come up with a unique name.
Hallie (34:06):
I feel like the only way this would work now is if all she got was initials.
Sarah (34:13):
Yes.
John (34:14):
Beautiful.
Hallie (34:15):
If all, what'd you say?
John (34:17):
Beautiful.
Hallie (34:17):
Yeah. If all she got was initials, because that to me would make this very easy to do now.
John (34:22):
Well, maybe she can still be getting married, but she's only dated people with those initials.
Hallie (34:28):
Yeah, exactly. There's a whole other layer of comedy you could do of this is just like her thing.
Sarah (34:33):
So Tragic.
Hallie (34:34):
It would be so tragic, but it would be That would work to me.
Sarah (34:38):
Do we also think that Robert Downey Jr's character is losing his job because he's gone to one fashion show during all of fashion week and the rest of the time he spent chasing Marissa Tomei's character around?
Hallie (34:50):
I also kept expecting, this is maybe just a me thing, but this could be a highly hot take, but I really was kind of expecting Damon Bradley to be his boss.
John (35:03):
I mean, that would've been kind of cool because he did, he very, very quickly assumed the identity of Damon Bradley. Oh, I'm Damon Bradley.
Hallie (35:11):
Yeah, exactly.
John (35:12):
Diane Drake, she sold this. It was called Him. Instead of Only You, it was called Him, and she sold this to Tristar Pictures for $1 million.
Sarah (35:22):
Whoa.
John (35:23):
They wanted this story
Hallie (35:26):
Casting wise, what do we think?
Sarah (35:27):
I forgot to cast this, so I'll follow your leads.
Hallie (35:30):
I forgot to cast it too. I didn't because I'm kind of loving just thinking about it right now because it has very nineties Tt Girl Energy.
Sarah (35:39):
Yes. John, did you come up with any casting?
John (35:42):
I mean, are we going to keep it in Venice? I feel like they intentionally made her Marissa Tome. They intentionally made her very Audrey Hepburn.
Hallie (35:53):
Yep.
John (35:54):
Because of the Roman, because the Rome and the Venice setting.
Sarah (36:00):
I think we can put it wherever.
John (36:01):
That's true. Yeah. I guess what local is really cool and oh, we should set in Iceland. There aren't a lot of romantic comedies in Iceland.
Sarah (36:13):
No, not that I'm aware of.
John (36:15):
Yeah, I feel like Italy's kind of passe in a lot of these movies now.
Sarah (36:19):
I also have never had the experience of that movie characters have in Italy, because every time I've gone to Italy, both as a child and an adult, I was sexually harassed by men on the streets. So yeah.
Hallie (36:32):
Me too, Sarah.
Sarah (36:33):
I'm not a huge fan of Italy, and it made me especially uncomfortable when I was 15.
John (36:38):
Oh, that reminds me. So the interviews that I watched on YouTube were from a talk show from Bobbie Wygant. She kept on asking Marissa Tomei during the interview, when you're in Italy, what do you think of all the Italian men? And she said, they were very nice. Did you notice all the Italian men looking you up and down all the time? And Marissa Tomei was so uncomfortable, and she was trying to like, oh, no, I didn't really know. They were all very respectful, and she says, no one pinched my butt or anything. So yeah, that just reminded me of that interview. So Iceland, it is.
Hallie (37:20):
Iceland. So Iceland, it's not a heavy lift to go to Italy. Most people want to go to Italy, but making it somewhere more remote.
John (37:28):
Yeah. What will this woman do to find DB?
Hallie (37:33):
What are the lengths?
Sarah (37:34):
Yeah, send her to a scientific research site in Antarctica. Maybe he's a scientist, but I do actually like Iceland. I think that's really cool. I think I'm feeling a lot of romantic energy there. Like the Northern Lights,
John (37:53):
It's unexpected romantic energy. There's a lot of people that go, they often don't know what to expect, and I feel like us culturally, we as a culture, we're learning more about Iceland now that more and more of our families and friends are going. So I feel like it's still kind of largely unknown to a lot of people.
Hallie (38:12):
I agree.
Sarah (38:13):
But it would be kind of cool if it's just this random Icelandic man and then she has to be like, do I go back to Pittsburgh or do I stay in Iceland?
John (38:23):
Oh my God, can you imagine a hot Icelandic fisher fisherman or something? Or
Sarah (38:27):
I also like that. I like that he is in a totally different kind of, she's going to marry this podiatrist, but then she marries this guy who's some kind of buyer for a shoe company. So these are two professional men. It would be really cool if she had to check her own lifestyle a little bit and be like, do I want to be a fisherman's wife? I don't know.
(38:49):
She doesn't have to do much introspection. These are basically people on the same kind of socioeconomic level who have very similar looks, even though RDJ is one of the most gorgeous people alive, the guy playing Dwayne is not unattractive. He's definitely above average. He has the same coloring, he's about the same height. She's with her type. She's going to do her thing and then go back home with this great new husband and go back to teaching Plato to high school students. She doesn't ever have to really evaluate herself. So that could be kind of cool.
John (39:24):
I think the comedy of her character, the desperation of her character should be played up a little bit more. Because I remember Marissa Tomei in an interview, she was asked, would you do what your character did? And she says, no, I believe in what Faith did. I would do what Faith did.
Sarah (39:41):
That's what the PR company told her to say.
John (39:43):
That's what...I agree.
Hallie (39:44):
Yeah, totally. That was, yeah, but come on, truly. Okay,
John (39:50):
So I feel like the romantic part of her should be played a little bit more for laughs. I don't know if you cast somebody that plays her maybe a little bit more pathetic. I don't know.
Sarah (40:06):
I think if we get any more pathetic or delusional with this, we're actually writing a stalking movie.
Hallie (40:11):
I agree. I also just like, okay, was this a nineties thing or is this just this movie? Were you able to go to a hotel back in the day and be like, what room is Peter Sullivan in? And they'd be like 1 0 5.
Sarah (40:28):
I definitely remember that. And maybe it was just, I certainly didn't go to Venice as a little kid, but I definitely remember...it was usually for family reunions and stuff, so I don't know if they kind of just set the bar lower, but yeah, if not, go to the desk and find out somebody's room number. You could call a hotel and ask to be connected to somebody's room and they would never verify who you were or whatever. They would just ring up that person if they happened to be staying there.
Hallie (40:53):
That weirdly makes more sense to me.
Sarah (40:55):
But they don't do that now.
Hallie (40:57):
They shouldn't. They shouldn't. That's still weird. But this person, you literally can go to this elevator and go to this person's door. To me is insane. I just love that the guy, and I know it was for comedic effects, but that Italian concierge was like, yeah, I'll call this number randomly that you found in the man's trash and see what happens. Okay.
John (41:18):
That part rubbed me the wrong way. It's like, oh, these two suddenly became kind of Karen-y very quickly. It's like
Sarah (41:28):
She was so mean to him. I was trying to keep the recap shorter, but I especially disliked Faith when she just ripped into that desk clerk.
John (41:37):
But I'm trying to think of who's in their twenties right now that could play these characters really well.
Hallie (41:45):
I don't think it would be twenties. I think these people would be in their late thirties. Again, adjusting for inflation with how nineties shit works. I feel like these people would be in their thirties
Sarah (41:56):
Also. Yeah. Do kids still play with Ouija boards? Maybe they have to be in their late thirties.
Hallie (42:01):
I've never touched a Ouija board, so I have no idea.
John (42:04):
You weren't allowed to
Hallie (42:06):
Have you, Sarah.
Sarah (42:08):
No, I'm afraid of them.
Hallie (42:09):
I'm a little afraid of them too. I feel like that's just not something, it's like getting my tarot cards read or anything like that. I don't want to yuck anyone's yum. But
Sarah (42:17):
Can Glen Powell be Robert Downey Jr's character, even though he's only 34? And I know that Hallie said late thirties that I'm having trouble thinking of ages.
John (42:27):
Let's see. Oh, Glen Powell would be, oh, Glen Powell would be really good. He's kind of skeezy, but really hot.
Sarah (42:33):
Yeah.
John (42:35):
Oh, and also, I guess if you go into the top gun Miles Teller might be a good RDJ as well.
Hallie (42:45):
Yeah, Miles Teller. Totally. He could do it.
Sarah (42:48):
Let's make Miles Teller, RDJ's character and Glen Powell, Billy Zane's character. So he's fake. Damon Bradley.
John (42:58):
I like it.
Hallie (43:00):
We could do Dakota Johnson could do this. Or she too old.
Sarah (43:05):
Oh no, she's in her. Okay. We got to make him in their mid thirties because that's the ages that the people were casting. But yeah,
Hallie (43:11):
Johnson would be good in this.
Sarah (43:12):
Who do we think for Bonnie Hunt's character? You
Hallie (43:15):
Know who would be great? Aidy Bryant.
John (43:17):
I love her.
Hallie (43:18):
I love her. I feel like she would be really fun. And you get some other SNL alum to be her husband, the ex-husband. The the...
Sarah (43:28):
Larry
Hallie (43:29):
Yeah. You get Andy Sandberg.
John (43:31):
Oh my god. Andy Sandberg.
Hallie (43:33):
Yeah.
Sarah (43:34):
Actually, he would be way more fun to watch as Larry because every time we cut away to Larry deciding he wants to find his wife, I'm very bored and I don't know if we're spending time with him. I think he could have just showed up and I would've been fine with it. But yeah, I would watch Andy Samberg do some stupid Larry shit. Is there anyone else who needs to cast her Italian boyfriend?
Hallie (43:57):
I don't know enough Italian actors.
John (44:01):
What about the cute clerk from, or the desk guy from White Lotus Season two?
Sarah (44:07):
Oh absolutely. But then I don't know why she's going back to Larry at all.
John (44:11):
Oh, wait a minute. Oh, wait a minute. That's Italian. I don't know any Icelandic people.
Sarah (44:14):
Oh, Icelandic,
Hallie (44:16):
Iceland. Forgot we're in Iceland.
Sarah (44:18):
Do they have to be Icelandic? Can they get an, can we get a Nordic person?
Hallie (44:23):
Yeah, I like that. Okay.
Sarah (44:25):
Just pick a Skarsgård.
John (44:29):
I'm just trying to think of a funny actresses that could just play this kind of character. Well, Mindy Kaling, I feel like would be, oh,
Sarah (44:40):
She's perfect. She's the ridiculous rom-com queen.
Hallie (44:44):
I'm glad though that the Damon Bradley in the airport didn't try to hit on her. I was kind of thinking that was going to happen, and I was like, no, and I'm glad he was like, well, that man clearly loves you. I have a plane to catch and you should go after him.
John (44:57):
We could also have a famous DB can't think of any famous DBs, the Daymond Bradley at the end, if we're going with DBs, we could have a cameo from a famous DB actor.
Hallie (45:10):
Oh, that's going to wrack my brain of who that is.
Sarah (45:13):
Yeah, I'm not going to attempt to figure that out.
John (45:18):
She's going to run into David Beckham at the airport.
Hallie (45:21):
Yes, correct.
John (45:22):
And then he's going to turn around and star cameo and it's like, oh my God, you're David Beckham. And she's going to realize that it's unreasonable because Victoria Beckham is still a thing, and she's maybe right there nearby. And then David Beckham can be kind of the matchmaker.
Sarah (45:43):
And then she goes to get on the Boston plate with RDJ.
Hallie (45:45):
I love that. I think our version's better. I like that. I also just think it's funny that in America, they had security come and then in Italy they were like, oh my God, her love is on the plane. Get out there. That to me actually was funny.
Sarah (46:03):
That's what happens when you speak a romance language,
Hallie (46:06):
Right? Here amore is there, and you're like, oh
Sarah (46:11):
Yeah, I actually kind of liked this. I think it's one of the better movies that we've done. Even though I would change some things.
Hallie (46:18):
I would change some things too. But I actually thought this was a fun movie. It had some fun nods to old romcoms well cast. I thought it was a fun little ride.
Sarah (46:31):
Do you want to plug our new TikTok?
John (46:34):
Sure. So yeah, come check out our new TikTok where I post preview videos of our upcoming episodes. And yeah,
Sarah (46:43):
My shameless plug is that I got to join the Fate, :uck and Karma podcast to talk about the Ghostbusters preview cut. We compared our notes from seeing two different preview screenings separated by the Atlantic Ocean. It was just really fun to talk to a smart guy with a cool accent. And you can check out that episode on their feed. It's the August 28th episode, episode 13, which I think is pretty cool. Yeah, it was fun. I don't know how many Ghostbusters fans we have listening, but it's a good mix of lore and fan news and a little history.
(47:25):
That's it for Forgotten Film Club. Join us next month as we watch a scary spooky movie for Halloween 1988.'s the Lady in White. Bye!
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