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Sarah (00:05):
Hi Forgotten Film Club Fans! Welcome to our special year end mini episode in which we talk about all of our favorite movies that we covered in 2023.
(00:16):
Favorite movies. Are we ready?
Hallie (00:18):
Yes.
Sarah (00:21):
Don't all talk at once,
John (00:23):
So I feel like I have two answers. Okay. So a movie that I've already seen, the favorite movie that I've already seen, and the favorite movie that's been a surprise to me. I would say What Lies Beneath. Yeah. It's still, I'd say What Lies Beneath is maybe in my top 50 movies of all time. Whoa. And yeah, it's absolutely terrific. The star power or the chemistry between them. It's an imperfect movie, but I feel like it's imperfections are what keep people talking about it and what keeps it in kind of our cultural lexicon. A movie that I have only seen for the first time is I think Jumping Jack Flash. I really enjoyed Jumping Jack Flash, and I remember that you tried to show it to me back at college, and I think I might've been a little high, but I think I remember passing out during the opening credits.
Hallie (01:29):
Oh God.
John (01:33):
And I think I thought that Kevin Costner was in the movie too, even though, and when I finally watched it this time around, it's like, oh no, it's the guy from Seventh Heaven.
Hallie (01:44):
What a vision of Kevin Costner in that.
Sarah (01:46):
Better casting. Better casting. Sorry he wasn't cast in that role. I'm just going to chime in because my favorite from this year was Jumping Jack Flash, even though I have seen it many, many times, but with this new lens, it made me really want to advocate for it to not be forgotten. And it made me a little bummed that it didn't get some more TLC. I think Penny Marshall did a great job, especially as a first time director and I know John, you had that quote. I think it was something like she likened directing the film to going to film school. That's a lot to do all at once. And I feel like with a little more support and finesse from, not Penny Marshall per se, but maybe the whole production team, it really could have been a Romancing the Stone quality movie and not as sexy as Romancing the Stone.
(02:45):
I like that it's not. I like that she's kind of just starting an internet romance in the eighties, but it's not a heavy romance. So that's all just to say, when we recorded the episode, we talked about the tone shifts. When I watched it in May in the movie theater, I was like, this could have worked if it shifted a little bit better. The genre blending could have been a really cool strong point. Regardless, it is an amazing tour de force by Whoopi Goldberg and the fact that she did The Color Purple and then this movie just shows her range and I want everybody in the world to watch it.
John (03:21):
I agree. Well said.
Hallie (03:23):
Very well said. I think I have two answers too. My first one just is Trading Mom, and I was about to call it The Mommy Market because that's how I grew up with it. I remember The Mommy Market having it on VHS, renting it from this weird movie being rented from Hotline Video. That was what was in my town before Blockbuster, and it was fun to watch it again, having not seen it probably since the nineties and having my own, the rap song I remember and my own representation. I mean, there was a nostalgia element to that movie, but then being able to watch it as an adult and actually kind of see another tour de force performance by Sissy Spacey, right? And actually be able to appreciate it in an adult way. And then see the holes that are kind of fun and kind of bizarre and just, I think it made for some fun discussion and true nineties nostalgia.
Sarah (04:30):
He does an amazing job in that movie, and I'm still mad about that review that completely devalued her amazing performance.
Hallie (04:38):
I mean, I can see why an actor would be very drawn to that movie in that role because it's a fun...it's a kid's movie. It's something where you can do kind of weird stuff. It's weird concept.
Sarah (04:52):
It's a fantasy. It's a fantasy grounded in reality.
Hallie (04:57):
It also just reeks of like...it makes me feel like a kid again watching it. And so it was fun to watch it with two people. Remind me, had you guys seen it? I can't remember.
Sarah (05:07):
Oh. Yes. Many times.
Hallie (05:08):
You've seen it. Okay. Had you seen it, John?
John (05:11):
Yeah. It's very, very vague memory. I feel like it's one of the cheap movies that the Disney Channel was able to show for $10.
Hallie (05:20):
And then my other one, I have to again, even though...Serendipity, because I think it gave us a fabulous, not because of the content, but because we had a fabulous discussion about it. And so the choke Hhold that movie had in watching of like, oh, this is cute. No, this is weird. Okay. Now the roller coaster of crazy was fun.
John (05:48):
It really is like Serendipity when you could do a romantic comedy right. It sings and it's transcendent and it can be a decades and decades old, classic. But when you just do a romantic comedy, like serendipity borrows elements from more successful and more well done romantic comedies, it it's tricky. It's so tricky. It brings you in with these really nice visuals and the formulas and it's still fun to watch. But I think, yeah, we were talking about last time how it, it's a good movie for your reptile brain.
Sarah (06:33):
It's pretty,
Hallie (06:35):
It's very pretty. It's very pretty. But I think as we talked about last time, there are better rom-coms that hit on all cylinders. All that being said, I just loved finding the holes with you guys. I thought that was really fun.
Sarah (06:51):
Yeah. There were many holes to be found.
Hallie (06:53):
Spoiler: There were holes. Go back and listen to that one.
John (06:56):
Yeah, I think what I've been learning more and more as we watch, especially the romantic comedies, because Only You and Serendipity are definitely cousins.
Hallie (07:07):
Oh, sure.
John (07:09):
And I think we do not have to have likable characters in movies, but I think that the characters' unlikable traits, the writer has to be self-aware of those traits.
Sarah (07:26):
Yeah. There has to be a good reason
John (07:28):
And they have to address those traits at some point. And the horrible traits of those people in those movies, I don't think that the writers meant for those to be awful traits.
Sarah (07:44):
No, I agree.
Hallie (07:45):
Which is a little concerning When we watch it with adult eyes and go, oh wow.
Sarah (07:51):
I think a lot of it's supposed to be charming and quirky, but it's like, oh no, that's really not okay.
Hallie (07:56):
If you met that person in real life. My old roommate and I used to play the game "Romcom Happening in Real Life." Would that be cute or terrifying?
Sarah (08:09):
Oh, I want to play that game. We should do that.
Hallie (08:12):
You find a cute moment from a rom-com and then you literally take it out of rom-comville, and you put it in reality and you go, "would you call the police?" It's that terrifying.
John (08:24):
But basically just, it's kind of the Mrs. Doubtfire game except for romantic comedies.
Hallie (08:28):
Totally. Exactly.
John (08:31):
I mean, Mrs. Doubtfire is absolutely a terrifying movie.
Hallie (08:35):
It is. I mean, the classic example of this "is this terrifying or cute" is Say Anything with the speakers. I mean, imagine that happening to you. I
Sarah (08:44):
Love that movie, I think. Okay. Alright, hold on. I agree that it's fucked up. Unless it's Lloyd Dobbler, then it's not creepy.
Hallie (08:53):
Right. This is the choke hold rom.
Sarah (08:56):
No, no, no. If he was a real person and he shows up on Diane Court's lawn, I'm still okay with it.
Hallie (09:04):
But if a guy you met on Hinge after two months, did that.
Sarah (09:07):
Are you Lloyd Dobbler and I Diane Court? I don't think so. John's nodding. He gets it. It's okay. In context for that specific group of fictional people.
(09:20):
Right.
John (09:21):
The Jake Ryan of it all is in there too.
Sarah (09:24):
Oh yeah. So many. Oh, I can't...don't even, that movie is so terrible. But I...I just...don't ruin Jake Ryan,
(09:31):
That's it for Forgotten Film Club. We will see you in 2024, and if you're enjoying the show, please leave us a rating wherever you get your podcasts. Bye!
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